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A billion here, a billion there… after a while we’re talking real money! 
By Warren Lovely

We’ve borrowed U.S. Senator Dirksen’s line to make a deliberately tongue-in-cheek remark on the ongoing improvement to the provincial 
government fiscal landscape. The latest bit of info? It’s Alberta’s mid-year report (out today), which marked the 2021-22 deficit down again (by 
a marginal C$1.9 billion vs. Q1) and notably re-cast future years. All told, Alberta sees C$29 billion of reduced red ink over four years vs. what 
was telegraphed in February’s budget. Importantly, term debt issuance has been slashed >$25 billion over that same four-year period. Yes, 
yes, there’s uncertainty aplenty, particularly as it relates to oil prices. After all, resource revenue directly accounts for about one-fifth of Alberta’s 
revenue dollar in 2021-22, making the province a higher-beta play vs. peers. Moreover, as we remarked this morning, positive fiscal 
developments and an awaiting wall of investor cash aren’t necessarily sufficient to ensure performance for provincial spreads… in Alberta or 
elsewhere. But come on, would you rather see shrinking deficits, less debt and significantly lighter borrowing needs or the opposite condition? 
It’s no contest, with Alberta adding to an already major-league re-think on provincial finances. You may now resume virus watching. 

Table: A couple more entries for our provincial fiscal heat map, Alberta’s medium-term picture notably re-cast 
Marginal change in budget balances vs. Budget 2021 estimates by province, fiscal year & financial report (all figures in C$mln) 

 
Source: NBF, prov’l gov’ts | Note: Figures refer to marginal change in budgetary position for a given province relative to prior estimate, not to be confused with actual/estimated budget 
balances; combined adjustment is two-year total; based on latest official figures/guidance; Ont, Que & Alta have offered future fiscal year guidance relative to Budget 2021 
 

Chart 1: Combined improvement (including future years) now a whopping C$108bln vs. Budget 2021 
Accumulated change to provincial budget balances by fiscal year, relative to Budget 2021  |  Positive numbers indicate net budgetary improvement 

 
Source: NBF, provincial governments | Note: Figures reflect improvement to individual budget balances relative to Budget 2021; C$108bln figure is 10-province, multi-year total 
 

Chart 2: Alberta erases $29bln of red ink over 4 fiscal years 
Alberta budget balance: Actual/latest vs. Budget 2021 

 
Source: NBF, Alberta | Note: Q1 Update cut 2021-22 deficit to C$7.8bln

Chart 3: Term debt issuance cut a combined $25bln+ 
Alberta gross term debt issuance: Actual/latest vs. Budget 2021 

 
Source: NBF, Alberta | Note: Q1 Update cut 2021-22 term borrowing to C$16.6bln 
 

Fiscal Year Report Ont Que BC Alta Man Sask NS NB N&L PEI Sum
2020-21 PA 22,064 7,461 2,676 3,230 -37 738 364 421 152 114 37,183

Update 1 677 5,403 4,864 10,462 34 -127 140 283 231 52 22,019
Update 2 10,932 3,102 1,937 29 51 16,052

Combined adjustment 33,673 12,864 10,642 15,629 -3 641 504 755 383 166 75,254
Future FYs (Ont, Que, Alta) 15,400 4,067 13,363 32,830

Including future FYs 49,073 16,931 28,992 108,084
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https://www.nbc.ca/content/dam/bnc/en/rates-and-analysis/economic-analysis/market_view_211130.pdf
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General 

This Report was prepared by National Bank Financial, Inc. (NBF), (a Canadian investment dealer, member of IIROC), an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of 
National Bank of Canada. National Bank of Canada is a public company listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange.   

The particulars contained herein were obtained from sources which we believe to be reliable but are not guaranteed by us and may be incomplete and may 
be subject to change without notice.  The information is current as of the date of this document.   Neither the author nor NBF assumes any obligation to update 
the information or advise on further developments relating to the topics or securities discussed. The opinions expressed are based upon the author(s) analysis 
and interpretation of these particulars and are not to be construed as a solicitation or offer to buy or sell the securities mentioned herein, and nothing in this 
Report constitutes a representation that any investment strategy or recommendation contained herein is suitable or appropriate to a recipient’s individual 
circumstances.  In all cases, investors should conduct their own investigation and analysis of such information before taking or omitting to take any action in 
relation to securities or markets that are analyzed in this Report. The Report alone is not intended to form the basis for an investment decision, or to replace any 
due diligence or analytical work required by you in making an investment decision. 

This Report is for distribution only under such circumstances as may be permitted by applicable law. This Report is not directed at you if NBF or any affiliate 
distributing this Report is prohibited or restricted by any legislation or regulation in any jurisdiction from making it available to you. You should satisfy yourself 
before reading it that NBF is permitted to provide this Report to you under relevant legislation and regulations.  

National Bank of Canada Financial Markets is a trade name used by National Bank Financial and National Bank of Canada Financial Inc.  

Canadian Residents 

NBF or its affiliates may engage in any trading strategies described herein for their own account or on a discretionary basis on behalf of certain clients and as market 
conditions change, may amend or change investment strategy including full and complete divestment. The trading interests of NBF and its affiliates may also be 
contrary to any opinions expressed in this Report. 

NBF or its affiliates often act as financial advisor, agent or underwriter for certain issuers mentioned herein and may receive remuneration for its services.  As well 
NBF and its affiliates and/or their officers, directors, representatives, associates, may have a position in the securities mentioned herein and may make purchases 
and/or sales of these securities from time to time in the open market or otherwise.  NBF and its affiliates may make a market in securities mentioned in this 
Report.  This Report may not be independent of the proprietary interests of NBF and its affiliates. 

This Report is not considered a research product under Canadian law and regulation, and consequently is not governed by Canadian rules applicable to the 
publication and distribution of research Reports, including relevant restrictions or disclosures required to be included in research Reports.   
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UK Residents 

This Report is a marketing document. This Report has not been prepared in accordance with EU legal requirements designed to promote the independence of 
investment research and it is not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the dissemination of investment research. In respect of the distribution of this 
Report to UK residents, NBF has approved the contents (including, where necessary, for the purposes of Section 21(1) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 
2000). This Report is for information purposes only and does not constitute a personal recommendation, or investment, legal or tax advice.  NBF and/or its 
parent and/or any companies within or affiliates of the National Bank of Canada group and/or any of their directors, officers and employees may have or may 
have had interests or long or short positions in, and may at any time make purchases and/or sales as principal or agent, or may act or may have acted as 
market maker in the relevant investments or related investments discussed in this Report, or may act or have acted as investment and/or commercial banker 
with respect hereto. The value of investments, and the income derived from them, can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount 
invested.  Past performance is not a guide to future performance.  If an investment is denominated in a foreign currency, rates of exchange may have an adverse 
effect on the value of the investment.  Investments which are illiquid may be difficult to sell or realise; it may also be difficult to obtain reliable information about 
their value or the extent of the risks to which they are exposed.  Certain transactions, including those involving futures, swaps, and other derivatives, give rise to 
substantial risk and are not suitable for all investors. The investments contained in this Report are not available to retail customers and this Report is not for 
distribution to retail clients (within the meaning of the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority).  Persons who are retail clients should not act or rely upon the 
information in this Report. This Report does not constitute or form part of any offer for sale or subscription of or solicitation of any offer to buy or subscribe for 
the securities described herein nor shall it or any part of it form the basis of or be relied on in connection with any contract or commitment whatsoever.  

This information is only for distribution to Eligible Counterparties and Professional Clients in the United Kingdom within the meaning of the rules of the Financial 
Conduct Authority. NBF is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and has its registered office at 70 St. Mary Axe, London, EC3A 8BE.  

NBF is not authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and the Financial Conduct Authority to accept deposits in the United Kingdom. 

U.S. Residents 

With respect to the distribution of this report in the United States of America, National Bank of Canada Financial Inc. (“NBCFI”) which is regulated by the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and a member of the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC), an affiliate of NBF, accepts responsibility for its 
contents, subject to any terms set out above. To make further inquiry related to this report, or to effect any transaction, United States residents should contact 
their NBCFI registered representative.  

This report is not a research report and is intended for Major U.S. Institutional Investors only.   

This report is not subject to U.S. independence and disclosure standards applicable to research reports. 

HK Residents 

With respect to the distribution of this report in Hong Kong by NBC Financial Markets Asia Limited (“NBCFMA”)which is licensed by the Securities and Futures 
Commission (“SFC”) to conduct Type 1 (dealing in securities) and Type 3 (leveraged foreign exchange trading) regulated activities, the contents of this report 
are solely for informational purposes. It has not been approved by, reviewed by, verified by or filed with any regulator in Hong Kong. Nothing herein is a 
recommendation, advice, offer or solicitation to buy or sell a product or service, nor an official confirmation of any transaction. None of the products issuers, 
NBCFMA or its affiliates or other persons or entities named herein are obliged to notify you of changes to any information and none of the foregoing assume 
any loss suffered by you in reliance of such information.  

The content of this report may contain information about investment products which are not authorized by SFC for offering to the public in Hong Kong and such 
information will only be available to, those persons who are Professional Investors (as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance of Hong Kong (“SFO”)).  If 
you are in any doubt as to your status you should consult a financial adviser or contact us. This material is not meant to be marketing materials and is not 
intended for public distribution. Please note that neither this material nor the product referred to is authorized for sale by SFC. Please refer to product prospectus 
for full details.  

There may be conflicts of interest relating to NBCFMA or its affiliates’ businesses. These activities and interests include potential multiple advisory, transactional 
and financial and other interests in securities and instruments that may be purchased or sold by NBCFMA or its affiliates, or in other investment vehicles which 
are managed by NBCFMA or its affiliates that may purchase or sell such securities and instruments.  

No other entity within the National Bank of Canada group, including National Bank of Canada and National Bank Financial Inc, is licensed or registered with the 
SFC. Accordingly, such entities and their employees are not permitted and do not intend to: (i) carry on a business in any regulated activity in Hong Kong; (ii) 
hold themselves out as carrying on a business in any regulated activity in Hong Kong; or (iii) actively market their services to the Hong Kong public. 

Copyright 

This Report may not be reproduced in whole or in part, or further distributed or published or referred to in any manner whatsoever, nor may the information, 
opinions or conclusions contained in it be referred to without in each case the prior express written consent of NBF. 
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